	
	[image: image1.png]




	

	
	OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL


	

	
AL FERRARO

COUNCIL MEMBER  DISTRICT 2
	
	SUITE 425, CITY HALL
117 WEST DUVAL STREET

	OFFICE (904) 255-5202
	
	JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32202

	FAX (904) 255-5230
	
	E-MAIL: FERRARO@COJ.NET

	
	
	



October 22, 2019
4:45 p.m.
Meeting Minutes for October 8, 2019, Noticed Meeting
 Council Member Ferraro to discuss derelict vessels in the surrounding waterways.
Topic: To discuss derelict vessels in surrounding waterways
Location: Conference Room A, City Hall, 4th Floor

     St. James Building; 117 West Duval Street
Attendees: CM Al Ferraro-Dist.2, CM JuCoby Pittman-Dist.8,CM Rory Diamond, CM Randy DeFoor, State Rep. Cord Byrd, State Rep. Wyman Duggan, Christian Harvey State of FL,  Susan Grandin-OGC, Paige Johnston-OGC, Connie Holt-ECA Dist.2, Brian Burket-Parks, Jim Suber-COJ Waterways, Major Robert Rowe-FWC, Brandy Elliott-FWC attorney, Lance Watson-FWC, Gary Klein-FWC, Gregg Eason-FWC (See attached sign-in sheet for full listing of attendees).
Late Arrival: CM Defoor 9:10 a.m.
Early Departure: Cord Byrd 10:28 a.m.
Meeting Convened: 9:05 a.m.
· This Meeting is being recorded.
· CM Ferraro opened meeting with introductions.  
· CM Ferraro-We really need your help. We want to understand the process of the removal of vessels and floating structures in our waterways. We have this problem through out the city with derelict vessels and floating structures. People are living of some of the structures. No one is taking responsibility.
· Who makes the decision on floating structure or derelict vessel? We need to clarify the definition of floating structure and derelict vessel.
· Local Government has 2 ordinances that provide funding for removal of derelict vessels and floating structures.  The local government could possibly limit the anchor time or no anchoring permitted.
· It seems that it is better for them to be declared derelict vessels.

· Taxation questions – taxing structures and houseboat?

· To FWC clarify the difference between a derelict vessel and a floating structure.  
· There are two ways to declare boats derelict structures or floating structures.  It would be better for us for them to be derelict structures. 
· FWC Law Enforcement makes the decision on what is a floating structure or derelict vessel. This is a very complicated decision. Decisions are made on a case by case basis.
· Funding is specific to type floating structure or derelict vessel.
· Derelict vessel funding cannot be spent on floating structures but, local government can remove.

· Different around the state on how designation is decided, some counties there us a tax benefit.

· What happens to abandoned vessels? Now they are throwing some of them in the woods to get rid of.
· The state or local government can remove derelict vessels. The state only has funding to remove derelict vessels not floating structures.
· Local government can regulate floating structures. 

· If the local government removes a floating structure FWC will not interfere.

· It should be easier to receive a state grant now since the legislation has changed the grant to no longer have a match.  The grant would now pay 100%.
· 21 day window to remove.

· JSO has been trained to respond to the issues of derelict vessels and floating structures.
· Local FWC needs additional training and clarification.

· The trailer that fell off the bridge into the water is DEP and has been handled by DEP.
· Floating structures can be regulated by local government.

· You can remove a derelict vessel but you cannot destroy it until owner is notified and proper time is allowed for owner to handle. Due diligence must be done.

· You can legislate how long and where floating structures and live aboards can anchor but, not vessels. 

· We would like FWC to attend our Waterways Commission Meetings in the further.

· JSO can address derelict vessels and floating structures.  JSO works with FWC.
· We need to coordinate together on the removal of derelict vessels and floating structures.
You may want to listen to the meeting in its entirety at 

https://jaxcityc.granicus.com/player/clip/1180?view_id=1

Meeting Adjourned:  10:32 a.m.


NOTE:  Meeting notice, Meeting minutes, sign-in sheets, agenda, hand-outs, CD and link to audio recording are on file in the office of Legislative Services.
Minutes: Connie L. Holt, ECA to Council Member Al Ferraro – District 2 (904) 255-5156 - 117 W. Duval Street, Suite 425, Jacksonville, FL 32202 

AJF/clh

cc:
Council Members/Staff


Cheryl L Brown, Director


Jessica Matthews, Chief –Legislative Services

Jeff Clements, Chief of Research


Kristi Sikes, Chief, Administrative Services Division

CITYC@COJ.NET
            Office of General Counsel


Electronic Notice Kiosk – 1 Floor City Hall


Public Notice System – City Council Web Page


Media Box


File Copy

[image: image1.png]